Department of Marine and F isheries/Ministére de la Marine et des Pacheries 
Records of the Fisheries Branch/Archives de la Direction des péches 
RG 23, Volume 165 
File/Dossier 583, part/partie 2 
File/Dossier 584, part/partie 1 
File/Dossier 585, part/partie 1 
File/Dossier 587, part/partie 1 
File/Dossier 588, part/partie 1 
File/Dossier 589, part/partie 1 
File/Dossier 591, part/partie 1 
File/Dossier 592, part/partie 1 
File/Dossier 593, part/partie 1 
File/Dossier 594, part/partie 1 
File/Dossier 595, part/partie 1 
File/Dossier 596, part/partie 1 
File/Dossier 597, part/partie 1 


File/Dossier 598, part/partie 1 


Department of Marine and F isheries/ RG 23, vol. 165 
Ministére de la Marine et des Pécheries File/Dossier 583, 
Part/partie 2 


ATTEN SEEas 


oie <li edna ns i ABA 


SUBJECT 


INDIAN SINT PISHCNG. 


COWICHAN RIVER, 


As 


beeen 
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EASE WRITE ON ONLY ONE SuBECT 


>, 

1 here te tute you That the telieving telegnm-wee 
dwupiet wetey be Mr. . H. Oaminghtm your offiesr at fer 
“Seeiteeten, ~ Rindly yercham uate for Preser and Preset tole 
_Indtems an@ arrange fer delivery. Bunber required not known 
(Rar Gummmtante Sires +tth Indien agent WeALien. Jane annem 
(to thie Department. 

Tt te boped that Mr. Cumminghem vill be able to arrange 
‘Ger the puutbese axl tremepersation of the nete which ave «ile 


a i i i 
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a REPLY REFER TO 
a”, 
ALSO TO THE DATE OF THIS LETTER 


PLEASE WRITE ON ONLY ONE SUBUECT 
IWEACH LETTER. 


AOORESS REPLY TO THE 
Secrerany Derr oF inpian Arrains 
OTTAWA. ul 


¢ 


Sir:- 

I beg to say that on the 7th June this Department 
telegraphed wr, F.H.Ounningham, Chief Inspector of Fisheries, 
Yow Westminater as follows,,"Kindly purchase nete for Fraser 
“and Stuart Keke Indiene and arrange for delivery. Number 
“pequired not Enown here, Oomminicate direct with Indian Agent 
"NcAllan, 88nd accounts to thie Department’, 

After the wire was sent the Department received a 
letter from Mr. MGAllan, Indian Agent at Fraser Lake, sub- 
mitting a list of Indian families @ffeoted by the barricade 
settlement. A copy of that letter has been sent to Mr, 
Cunningham for his further information in connection with the 
purchase of the nete. He has been told to submit to this 
Department for payment al1 accounts for nets purchased, 


Your obedient servant, 


on x, ao 


Asst, Deputy and Secretary, 


The Deputy Winister, 
Marine & Fisheries, 
Ottawa, ont. 
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U “ine a we 


CANADA 


D@MINION FISHERIES, BRITISH COLUMBIA. 
Y 


i y OFFICE OF THE CHIEF INSPECTOR, 
\ 
\ \ New Westminster, June 11, ./9/ 2. 


Refer to File 25. 


In rep!y to your letter of the 
h March last, (No. 53) re Indian barricades in thé 
\Cowichan River, I may say Inepector Taylor now reports 
; Nv that the Indiane have alwaye given more or less trouble 
y\ in Cowichan Bay and River. They are, however, conforming 
i to the Fisheries regulations better every year, and if 
treated properly will soon give very little trouble. I 
may explain it is the old Indians that do most of the 
barricading, the younger ones of the tribe finding other 
occupations. 

In January, Guardian Colvin 
destroyed 17 nets in the Cowichan River and two Indians 
were fined $10 each and in addition, 460 lbs. of Steelhead 
were seized, which were being shipped to Vancouver. In 
February there were no set nets in the River. In March 


7 wet nete were deatroyed at Cowichan River, belonging to | 


Indians, but the ownere could not be found. In April there 


were but two nets in Cowichan River. One wae destroyed 
and the other was useless from being entangled around a 
fallen tree. In May two nets were destroyed in thie River, 
W. A. Found Eaq., 
Superintendent of Fisheries, 
Dept. of Marine and Fisheries, 
Ottawa, Ont. 
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It is reported that there were 
more Spring Salmon oaught by angling in Cowichan River 
this spring than for some years past and aleo the Trout 
have been plentiful at the mouth of the River. 

Inepector Taylor remarks that 
the reporte of illegal fishing are most unreliable, and 
that the information received by Overseer Galbraith come 
from unreliable sources and are not from personal ob- 
servation, 

Indian Agent Robertson hae also 
been asked to report on the barricading by Indiane of 
the Cowichan River and as soon ae the same is received, 
a further commun&cation will be addressed to you on’ the 
question, 


Lom, Biz, 


Your obedient servant, 


Chief ‘aabeted 4 of Fisheries. 
W. A. Found Eeq., 
Superintendent of Fisheries, 
Dept. 
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Victoria, B. ¢., 
June 9th, 1913. 
The Hon. T. W. Crothers, K.¢C., 
Acting Superintendent General of Indian Affaire, 
OTTAWA. 
Sir,- 
During our visitation of the Reserves in the Cowichan 
Agency, Worth of here, the Indians constantly complained of the 
Fishing Laws and Regulations and the enforcement thereof. 
The Commission explained, as fully as ite knowledge ad- 
mitted, the provisions of the Laws and regulations as to per~ 
mitting Indiane fishing for food in the close season, and pro- 


mised to have the whole question examined into, with a view to 


ite careful consideration by the Commission and the making of 


euch recommendations as might appear to it, wise. The Commission 
aleo promised to inform the Indians, at ase early a date as possible 
of the import of the Laws and regualtione now in effect in respect 
to fishing. 

One of the specific grievances of the Indiané was the 
removal of weirs. 

We returned on gaturday, and were surprised to learn, 
through a telephone message received from the Agent at Duncans, 
that on Sunday last two Fishery Inepectors ~ one Dominion and 
the other Provincial went to Cowichan River and removed a trap, 


which, we were given to understand, had been in the River for some 
Main Pa ld Nand lat Gun te 1 / lil, § dl Gate &,) 
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Ve sne. 
| The Commiesion do not presume to pass upon the question i 

ae to the Policy of allowing such weirs as that temoved by these 
Fighery Inepectors, but it does consider it rather impolitée: that 
two Government Officials should proceed to sugh drastic action 
without the knowledge of the Commission, and immediately after it 
had endeavoured to satiefy the Indians that the fullest enquiry 
and most careful consideration would be given to their complaints. 

Tt ie not unlikely that the Indians may regard the actione 
of the Inspectors ae a consequence of the visit of the Commission, 
and ag @ result a feeling of distrust may be spread amongst the 
Natives with respect to the Commission. 

The Commission, would, therefore, be pleased if instructions 
sould be given to Fishery Tngpectors not to take such action as is 
herein referred to, without consulting the Commission in advance 
and affording an Opportunity of submitting its views to the 
Government. 


Yours obediently, 
(Signed) 
E. L, Wetmore, 
CHAIRMAN, 
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PLEASE WRITE ON ONLY/ONE SUBJECT JUN 24 1973 
IN EACH LETTER. 


' SORDS 
it oles SE — 
| ADORESS REPLY.TO THE ‘ LETTER No. 71283 
SECRETARY DEPT, OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, i 
QTTAWA. | 


Ottawa, June 19th, 1918, 


I beg to enclose you herewith a copy of a letter 
addressed to the Acting Superintendent General of Indian 
Affairs by the Chairman of the Royal Commission on Indien 
Affaire for the Province of British Columbia. 

It ie highly important that the influence of the 
Commission should not be in any way impaired. I have to 
request that you will caution your Fishery Inspectors not 
to take such action as is herein referred to without consulting 
the Commission in advance. 


ray en 


Your obedient serfant, 


a le 


Assistant Deputy and Secretary. 


Alexander Johnston, oy 


Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
Ottawa, Ont» 
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a 
the Assietent Deputy and Seoretary, 
Department of Indian Afféeare, 

Ottawa. 


duly Sth, 1993. 


I beg to acknowledge your letter of the 19th ultim, 
forwarding @ copy of one from the Chairman of the Royal Commission 
on Indian Affaire in Britieh Co tuatiseny in whioh he urges that the 
Fishery Officeré be inetructe? not to prohibit thé use of woirs by 
the Indian sin he Cowiehan River, without firet consulting with the 


Commiesion. 


As you are aware, the use of such weirs or barricades 
is illegal. ‘They are vo constructed as to practioally entirely pre- 
elude fish getting beyond them during the time that they are being 
fished, ‘he Cowichan River ie one of the ‘most, if not the most ime 
portant sport fisiing river in British Columbia, It is frequented 
by several varicties of salmon, as well as by tout; but, if theas 
are prevented by barricades from reaching their spawning grounds, 


depletion of the fisheries mst follow. 


As long ago ae 1905, the Department's at: ention was 
oalled to the operation of these barricades by the Cowiohan Indians, 
and the Inepeotor of Fisheries for tho district was instructed to 
iuvestigate the matter. He visited the river in oodpary with Mr. 
Robertson, the representative of your Departinent, and after full 
diseussion with the Indians, 1t was arranged that the barricades 
should be allowed to remain in the river that season on condition 


that 
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that they wohld be ert open onet Bemnrtey and Sunday, and before 
the fndians left the locality, they were to remove them al together, 
The Inspector recommended that the next year the weirs be not al 
lowed at all, Their entire removal the next i was not insi ogee 
wpon; but their operation was carefully followed and the mute? hes 
boon reduced from time to time, ae it ts this Department's poligy to 
sive every feasible consideration to the Indians. 

The information before the Department last year was 
to the effeot that the fisheries in the Cowichan were in a serious 
condition, and that if barricadéag and illegal netting by the Indians 
were not stoped, they would seon be exhausted, 

After oareful consideration of the matter, an Officer 
was appointed to give his whole time and attention to this river, 
He was instructed’ to absolutely prevent illegal fishing, He would 
be doting on these instructions when the action o: mplained of by the 
Commission was taken by him. 

These Iniiansa are so located that it is uot diffioult 
for them to carn & livelihood. Besides, their reservations contain 
excellent agricultural land. Im the public interest, it is essential 
that the fisheries of the Cowichan River should be preserved, Henoe, 
it would not be desirable to countenance the infraction of the law 
that would be involved in allowing the continuance of the Indian 


weirs, 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
We Ae Found, 


Por Deputy Minister of Marine and Fiaheries, 
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IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO ' 


ALSO TO THE DATE OF THIS LETTER. 


PLEASE WRITE ON ONLY ONE SUBJECT 
IN EACH LETTER. 


ADDRESS REPLY TO THE CANADA, 


| 


SECRETARY DEPT, OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 


| 
) Ottawa ,8th July, 1913. 


% 


Sir, 

I be gto acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
5th instant, in further reference to the subject of the enfeorce~ 
ment of the fishery regulations amongst the Indians of British 
Columbia,and particularly with respect to the use of weirs 
on the Cowichan River; and in reply I may say that 1t would 
seem that you have not clearly understood this Department 's 


intention in communicating with you, No desire was expressed 


in British Columbia should be communicated 
te action is taken,in order that the minds of 


Your obedient spvant. 


The Deputy Minister “ihe oy OPN ; 
of Marine & Fisheries, Asst. Deputy & Secretary. 4 
Ottawa. 
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duly 16th, 1915. 


t beg to ecknowledge your letter of 
the Oth inetant further with regard to the operations 
of weirs by the Indiane in the Cowichan Livers i% 
would sceom from your letter that you are under the 
impreasion that such woire are not illegals ‘They 
aro, howevor, a distinct violation of the law, but 
es wae previously oxpisined,the Department has shown 
every LPmrioncy in tho enforacment of such law, 

The information on file meres 1% olear, however, 
‘heat the phthic interest demends that the fish 
resorting to the Gowlshan River should have free 


aceacs to the spawning rrounde thoreine 


lam, 54%, 


Your obedient servant, 


A. dohnetons 


Jeputy Minister of “arine and Fisheries. 


The Aseietan: Deputy and Secretary, 


Department of Indian Affaire, 


Obtawae 


i lic 
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IN YOUR REPLY REFER To 


(12684 


PLEASE waite OW 6 
in “apa LETTER. * 


Ottawa, July 19, 1913, 


Sir, 
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 16th inst., in further reference to the subject of 


the enforcement of the fishery regulations amongst the ingtene 


of British Columbia particularly with respect to the use of 

weirs of the Cowichan River. In reply I beg to state that 

the Department is aware that the use of gshch weirs or barri- * 

Cades ig illegel and it is not the intention of the Depart- 

ment in any way to express any desire that _-™ of 

~ law be countenanced. 

, The Department would, however, renew the re-« 

I whent that your official inspectors be instructed to communi- 
Gate with Royal Commission: -.o# Indian Affairs fig® the Provinoe 
of British Columbia before taking any action with respect to 
such weirs or barridéades which may be operated on Indian 
reserves throyghout the Province of British Columbia, 


Your obedient servant, 


Asst. Députy ana Seoreteary, 


Deputy, Minister of eemane and Fishesies, 
mwetawa. 
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